A HISTORY OF POLAND
her a power to be reckoned with in Eastern Central
Europe. Later, during the interregnums of 973 and 983,
the aid of Polish arms successively secured the Imperial
Crown of Germany to the respective pretenders who
appeared. Meanwhile Poland had been subject to attacks
from other quarters. Wladimir die Great, Prince of
Kieff, had invaded and subdued the territory known
as Red Russia; while the Czechs had invaded, and for
a short time occupied, the district of Cracow. Micszko,
therefore, in order to safeguard himself on the West, allied
himself with the Emperor in expeditions against the
Obodrites in the years 982, 986, and 991. Mieszko died
in 992, having divided his kingdom, after the fashion of
the Slavs, among his sons, with Doleslaw as their chief.
Not long after, however, Boleslaw drove out his
brothers and his stepmother Oda, and reunited all the
Polish provinces under his rule, In or about the year
999 he recaptured Cracow, and succeeded in extending
his frontiers in other directions.
The policy of Boleslaw Chobry (the Brave) was that of
federating all the Western Slav races under one rule, and
in its pursuit he conquered all Pomcrania between the
Oder and the Vistula, and would have liked even to
subdue the Prussians. Religious differences proved the
principal obstacle to die realization of this ambition,
however, though even these he endeavoured to surmount
by converting his savage neighbours to Christianity.
Among the missionaries he dispatched on this errand
was Adalbert (Wojciech), Bishop of Prague, who was
finally martyred (997), and became the patron saint of
Poland. About the year 1000 Poland became one of the
greatest Powers in Europe, as much by reason of the
size of her territory as of her superior military organiza-
tion and political alliances. A sister of Boleslaw (known
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